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*21 SEPTEMBER | RLI  GOLF 
EXPERIENCE DAY & VIP DINNER
Connect. Collaborate. Begin.

Ahead of the main RLI Connect Global programme, partners, 
invited speakers and VIP guests will gather for an exclusive Pre-
Event Golf Experience Day, delivered in partnership with Matfen 
Hall Luxury Golf & Spa Resort.

Set within 300 acres of the spectacular Northumberland 
countryside, Matfen Hall provides the perfect backdrop for senior 
decision-makers to build relationships in a relaxed yet purposeful 
environment before the Forum begins.

The day concludes with an intimate VIP Dinner, kindly hosted 
by Dakota Newcastle, a boutique hotel located on Newcastle 
Quayside and featuring 118 beautifully appointed rooms and 
suites, defined by contemporary design and a refined, service-
led experience. Bringing together international speakers, partners 
and invited guests, the evening provides an elegant setting to 
exchange ideas, strengthen relationships and set the tone for the 
days ahead.

*Strictly by invitation only.
 
22 SEPTEMBER | 
RLI CONNECT GLOBAL FORUM
Insight. Innovation. Influence.

The Forum opens with a full day of thought leadership, bringing 
together global investors, developers, retailers, hospitality leaders, 
leisure operators and destination creators shaping the future of 
mixed-use development.

Across four curated panel sessions, delegates will explore the 
trends redefining the industry - from global investment and capital 
deployment to destination strategy, luxury, tourism, experiential 
retail, hospitality and placemaking.

A highlight of this year’s Forum will be an exclusive ‘In Discussion 
With’ Princess Noura bint Faisal Al Saud.

The Forum concludes with a Headline Fireside Chat and an 
Exclusive Networking Experience, held in partnership with 
Fenwick at its iconic Newcastle flagship store. One of Britain’s 
most prestigious department stores, Fenwick provides an 
exceptional setting for delegates to continue conversations and 
build meaningful international connections in a truly distinctive and 
unique environment. 

23 SEPTEMBER | RLI CONNECT DEAL-MAKING
Where Business Meets Opportunity

RLI Connect Deal-Making provides a highly curated environment for 
structured one-to-one meetings, connecting brands, developers, investors, 
landlords, operators and destination leaders from around the world.

Designed to generate meaningful commercial outcomes rather than 
traditional networking, delegates will explore opportunities including:

•	 Cross-border expansion and international market entry
•	 Investment partnerships and capital deployment
•	 Mixed-use, retail, leisure and hospitality developments
•	 Destination strategy, placemaking and tourism
•	 Brand growth across retail, leisure, lifestyle and hospitality sectors

Building on RLI’s trusted global network, this is where conversations beco-
me partnerships and strategy becomes execution.

The day concludes with an Evening Networking Reception at ABOVE, 
hosted in partnership with the Gainford Group. Located on the rooftop of 
Newcastle’s iconic Vermont Hotel, ABOVE offers breathtaking 360-degree 
views across the city, providing the perfect setting to celebrate new 
partnerships and continue conversations in an unforgettable setting.

 
24 SEPTEMBER | RETAIL SAFARI & FINALE EXPERIENCE
Experience. Discover. Connect.

The final day takes delegates beyond the conference environment with 
a curated Retail Safari, showcasing some of Newcastle’s leading retail, 
leisure and hospitality destinations, including Metrocentre, Eldon Square, 
Fenwick and the city’s newest landmark destination, Freight Island 
Newcastle.

The programme offers exclusive behind-the-scenes access and insight 
into the people, places and strategies shaping one of the UK’s most exciting 
and evolving city destinations.

Finale Experience
RLI Connect Global concludes with a memorable Finale Experience, hosted 
in partnership with Freight Island and Pradera.

Guests will be among the first to experience PYR, Freight Island 
Newcastle’s exciting new live-fire restaurant, created in partnership with the 
Michelin-starred team behind PINE. Set within the spectacular 60,000sq 
ft rooftop destination, the evening will celebrate the relationships, 
collaborations and opportunities created throughout the week, providing 
a fitting finale to RLI Connect Global 2026. 

PANEL 1
Global Capital & Growth 
Strategies
Investment | Expansion | 
Partnership

Exploring how global investors, developers 
and brands are navigating evolving markets 
and structuring partnerships across regions.

Key Themes:
•	 	Cross-border investment and expansion 
•	 	Strategic partnerships and joint ventures 
•	 Market entry and global growth strategies 
•	 	Balancing innovation with 

commercial return 
 

PANEL 3
The Evolution of Luxury
Experience | Personalisation 
Cultural Relevance

Exploring how luxury is being redefined in 
a global context, shaped by experience, 
technology and cultural connection.

Key Themes:
•	 	The future of global luxury 
•	 	Personalisation and digital engagement 
•	 	The role of emerging markets 
•	 Integration of culture, art and design 

PANEL 2
Retail, Leisure & 
the Experience Economy
Blurring Boundaries | Creating the 
Destinations of Tomorrow
 
Exploring how retail, leisure, entertainment, sport 
and hospitality are converging to create immersive 
destinations and experiences.
 
Key Themes:
•	 The rise of experience-led destinations
•	 Sport, entertainment & live experiences as 

destination anchors
•	 Designing for evolving consumer expectations
•	 Creating year-round engagement & commercial 

value

PANEL 4
Global Destination Convergence
Retail | Tourism | Culture | Investment

How retail, tourism, hospitality and entertainment are 
aligning to create globally competitive destinations.

Key Themes:
•	 	Destination ecosystems 
•	 	Tourism and retail integration 
•	 	Mixed-use development strategies 
•	 	Global collaboration

Powering the Next 
Generation of Retail & 
Leisure Destinations
Where Global Markets Connect 
and Destinations Take Shape
In consultation with Invest Newcastle, RLI Connect Global, in association with Strategic Partners, Cenomi 
Centers and Sands Retail & Gold Partner Alandalus Property, will take place in Newcastle, UK from *21–24 
September 2026, bringing together a powerful international community of owners, developers, investors, retailers 
and operators shaping the future of retail, leisure and destination-led growth.

In light of ongoing developments across parts of the Middle East and following close consultation with our partners 
and stakeholders, this year’s edition brings together both our Global and MENA platforms into one flagship international 
event. This approach ensures continuity of dialogue while creating a broader,  more connected global forum.

This flagship edition convenes leaders from across Europe, Asia, GCC and the Americas reflecting the markets 
driving the next phase of industry growth.

FORUM 
CONTENT

EXCLUSIVE 
‘IN DISCUSSION WITH’
Princess Noura bint 
Faisal Al Saud

The founder of Saudi Fashion 
Week and the driving force behind 
JAY3LLE, explores the evolution 
of luxury, culture, fashion and 
experience-led destinations.

HEADLINE FIRESIDE CHAT
Leadership, Stewardship 
& the Future of Global Retail

A closing fireside conversation with a 
globally recognised industry leader. 

Shaped around the speaker’s 
personal journey, this session will 
explore the decisions, challenges and 
defining moments behind building 
and leading at scale, offering an 
unfiltered perspective on what it takes 
to stay relevant in a rapidly evolving 
landscape.

RLI CONNECT GLOBAL FORUM
Insight. Innovation. Influence.

A full day dedicated to strategic dialogue and senior-level exchange, 
bringing together leaders from across retail, development, real estate, 
luxury, leisure, hospitality and investment.

RLI Connect Global 2026 RLI Connect Global 2026

St James' Park,
Newcastle United 

Football Club



WWW.RLICONNECT.COM
RLI Connect  is presented by RLI – Retail & Leisure International Magazine. 

For more information on Partnership Opportunities please contact Jayne Rafter, 
Owner & Publisher at: jayne.rafter@rli.uk.com | +44 (0) 1706 212 200 

EXPERIENCE
PARTNERS

ALL-INCLUSIVE 
DELEGATE PASSES Regular Price

All-Inclusive 
Retailer Delegate Pass £495
All-Inclusive Non-Retailer 
Delegate Pass £995

FOLLOW US

Eldon Square & Freight Island, 
Newcastle upon Tyne
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PARTNER
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